SrtClAL  COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  EDITION  INSIDE 


JOURNAL  OF 


Vol.129 

No.  16 


Reccord  out 
as  NAMB 


ALPHARETTA.  Ga.  (BP)  — 
Bob  Reccord  resigned  April  1 7 
as  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB). 

Reccord  was  the  focus  of  a 
special  March  23  trustee  meet¬ 
ing  in  which  a  19-page  report 
by  a  trustee 
task  force 


cussed.  The 
report  dealt 


measure 
with  various 
issues  relat- 


Reccord's 

leadership  -..rrn  . 

of  the  mis-  **ccwd 

sion  board. 

The  report  can  be  downloaded 
at  wWw.namb.net. 

Among  the  concerns  of  the 
trustee  report  was  the  out¬ 
sourcing  of  media  work  with¬ 
out  a  bidding  process  to  a  firm 
owned  by  a  friend  of  Reccord, 
and  that  Reccord  had  “under¬ 
developed  his  relationships' 
with  state  Baptist  conventions 
and  their  executive  leadership. 


Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


ns  ch 


Bible  Drill  champion  —  and  one 
that  church  has  produced  both  winners.' 

Courtney  Ferguson,  member  of 
Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale,  took  the 
2006  Senior  High  Bible  Drill  crown  at  the 
Selection  Tournament  on  April  8  at  Hist 
Church,  Clinton,  during  an  intense,  day¬ 
long  competition  among  the  best  Bible 
drillers  in  the  state.  Her  brother  Chris  won 
the  tourney  last  year. 

"The  Fergusons  are  a  great  family.  There 
are  three  generations  in  the  church,  and 
they  are  here  all  the  time.  They  are  hard 
workers.  All  of  them  are  fine  people,"  said 
Oakhurst  Church  Pastor  Jim  Collier. 

Maggie  Gill,  member  of  Slayden 
Church,  Lamar,  took  second  place  in  the 
Senior  High  Bible  Drill  competition,  while 
Bethany  Ellis,  member  of  Courtland 
Church,  Courtland,  placed  third. 

"This  was  a  very  strong  year  for  Bible 
Drills,  with  good  participation,"  said  Don 
Hicks, -Bibb— Dull  consultant  in  the 
Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board,  which  sponsors  the 
event  The  Bible  knowledge  these  young 
people  possess  is  extraordinary,  and  irs 
always  encouraging  to  see  them  using 
God's  Word  to  grow  in  their  faith." 

The  annual  Speakers  Tournament  was 
also  held  on  April  8  at  First  Church; 
Clinton.  Young  participants  from  across 
the  state  gather  each  year  to  determine 
who  among  them  are  the  top  orators  on 
religious  subjects.  Winners  were: 

•  First  Place:  Carrie  Kirk,  member  of 
Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison,  with  her 
speech  entitled.  Take  Up  Your  Cross. 


•  Second  Place:  Lauren  Hester,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  with 
her  speech  entitled.  Worth  the  Wait. 

•  Third  Place:  Joshua  Y.  McCormick, 
member  of  Philadelphia  Church,  Etta,  with 
his  speech  entitled.  Trusting  in  God. 

•  Fourth  Place:  Laura  Leigh  Bingham, 
member  of  Oakhurst  Church, 
Clarksdale,  with  her  speech  entitled.  Is 
True  Love  Worth  the  Wait? 

The  speeches  were  well-researched  and 


presented  with  great  enthusiasm.  Mississippi 
Baptists  can  be  proud  of  these  young  people 
ana,  I  believe,  secure  in  the  future  leaaersnip 
of  the  Convention,"  Hicks  said. 

Selection  Tournament  and  Speakers 
Tournament  winners  are  eligible  fix'  schol¬ 
arships  offered  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention's  three  affiliated  colleges: 
William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  Blue  Mountain;  and 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton. 

The  Junior  High  Selection  Tournament 
for  younger  Bible  Drillers  was  also  held  at 
First  Church,  Clinton,  on  April  8.  Winners 
of  that  competition  included: 

•  First  Place:  Molly  Stillions,  member  of 
Oakhurst  Church,  Clarksdale. 

•  Second  Place:  Tiffany  Dempsey,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Weir  Church,  Weir. 

•  Third  Place:  Rachel  Chancellor,  mem¬ 
ber  of  Hephzibah  Church,  Shubuta. 

Their  photo  will  be  published  in  an 
upcoming  edition  of  The  baptist  Record. 

Readers  mav  have  noticed  that  Oakhurst 
Church  placed  a  member  in  all  three  cate- 


BEST  SPEAKERS  — Winners  at  die 


Bingham,  member  of  Oakhurst  Ch 
Clarksdale,  fourth  place;  Joshua  T.  McCormick,  member  of  Philadelphia  ChudvjBb, 
place;  Lauren  Hester,  member  of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  second  place;  and  Carrie 
member  of  Ridgecrest  Church,  Madbon,  first  place.  (Photo  by  William  H.  teririra  Jr.) 


Tournament,  and  Speakers  Tournament. 
That's  not  an  accident  said  Pastor  Collier. 

"Arm  Thomton  is  the  Bible  Drill  overall 
coordinator  for  the  church.  She  has  a  lot  of 
great  people  who  work  with  her.  In  January 
each  year,  we  stop  a  lot  of  the  other  things 
going  cm  at  the  aiurch  and  concentrate  an 
BMe  Drill,"  Collier  said.  "We  have  a  group  of 
people  who  are  very  dedicated  to  Bine  Drill." 

The  annual  Speakers  Tournament, 
Selection  Tournament,  and  Bible  Drills 
around  the  state  are  funded  by  gifts  to  the 
,  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 


Katrina  who? 


There  is  still  plenty  to  be  done,  and 
Katrina  victims  along  our  own  Coast  are 
crying  out  not  to  be  forgotten. 

Now  is  crunch  time.  Are  Mississippi 
Baptists,  who  did  so  much  and  gave  so 
much  to  the  Katrina  relief  effort,  prepared 
to  run  this  marathon?  Will  our  determina¬ 
tion  be  as  great  as  in  the  days  immediately 
after  the  hurricane?  Will  we  wane  in  the 
coming  days  and  months  and  years? 

A  special  telephone  number  and  e-mail 
address  have  been  established  for 
Mississippi  Baptists  interested  in  volunteer¬ 
ing  for  the  Hurricane  Katrina  relief  effort. 
The  telephone  hotline  number  is  (601)  292- 
3206.  The  e-mail  address  is  mbcbdisasterre- 
lief@lmbcb.oig.  If  offering  assistance  via  e- 
nriail,  please  include  full  name  and  a  return 
telephone  number,  so  that  you  may  by  con¬ 
tacted  directly  regarding  details. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  continues  to  accept  donations  to 
fund  both  the  immediate  needs  and  the 
long-term  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  efforts  along  tne  Gulf  Coast  and 
throughout  the  state.  Checks  should  be 
made  payable  to  MBCB,  with  "Hurricane 
Relier  noted  on  the  memo  line,  and 


The  signs  are  all  around  us.  "Gulf  Coast 
braces  for  hurricane  season,"  report 
the  newspaper  headlines.  Television 
news  stories  focus  on  prognostications  from 
the  National  Hurricane  Center  in  Miami  on 
the  2006  hurricane  season,  and  whether  we 
are  on  the  upward  swing  of  hurricane  activ¬ 
ity  that  could  last  for  decades.  The  nation  in 
general  has  moved  on  to  other  pressing 
business  that  cries  out  to  be  addressed. 

For  some  time  now,  Katrina  seems  to 
have  begun  to  fade  from  our  col- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Ilective  consciousness  —  much 
too  soon  and  with  much  work 
yet  to  do.  News  media  attention 
has*  turned  to  the  upcomingNew 
Orleans  mayoral  election.  There 
are  so  many  crises  de  jour,  both 
national  and  international.  A 
new  hurricane  season  1$  indeed 
bearing  down  on  us.  There  are 
the  constant  demands  on  our 
personal  and  work  time. 

Students  need  parents'  help  to 
cram  for  final  exams.  Summer 
.  vacations  are  just  around  the  cor- 
m  H.  her.  There  are  so  many  things  to 
IS  Ir.  juggle,  so  many  causes  to  tackle. 

*  *  It's  easy  to  put  aside  thoughts 

or  of  the  devastation  wrought  by 

Katrina  —  even  the  job  of  clear¬ 
ing  the  debris  is  still  far  from  over,  eight 
long  months  later  —  with  a  promise  to  our¬ 
selves  to  return  to  the  subject  at  a  more  con¬ 
venient  time.  It's  easy  to  shelve  any  action 
plans,  too,  for  the  same  reasons. 

Katrina  has  not  left  the  minds  of  the 
victims  along  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast, 
however.  While  we  go  about  our  daily  the  rii 
lives  and  occasionally  dart  to  the  Coast  what  1 


TOUGH  JOB  —  Members  of  the  Calhoun 
Association  Disaster  Relief  Team  take  on  the 
difficult  and  dirty  task  of  "mud  out"  last  sum¬ 
mer  inside  the  home  of  a  Hurricane  Katrina 
victim.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
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retired.  Some  have  gone 
through  such  stress  and  difficul¬ 
ty  in  ministry  that  they  feel  they 
no  longer  can  serve  effectively. 
In  some  cases,  ministry  fatigue 


Since  assuming  the  role  of 
director  of  the  Pastor/ 
Leadership  Development 
Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  I  have 
been  diligently  learning  what  I 
am  supposed  to  do.  In  analyzing 
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has  been  overwhelming  because 
of  the  real  and  perceived 
demands  of  ministry.  In  other 
cases,  a  few  church  members 
seem  bent  on  controlling  the 
church  and  not  allowing  God's 
chosen  leaders  to  lead  as  He 
desires  them  to  do  so.  Still  oth¬ 
ers  have  been  called  home  to 
heaven.  Every  year  churches 
face  the  need  for  new  leader¬ 
ship.  We  would  do  well  to  revis¬ 
it  tne  critical  need  for  all  of  us  to 
be  surrendered  to  the  leadership 
of  Christ.  Jesus  said,  "The  har¬ 
vest  is  abundant  but  the  work¬ 
ers  are  few"  (Luke  10:2). 

Life  Commitment  Sunday  is 
a  wonderful  occasion  to  "pray 
to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to 
send  out  workers  into  His  har¬ 
vest."  That  means  we  will  seek 
our  place  of  service  and  get 
busy  That  means  we  will  pray 
for  God  to  send  His  servants  to 
lead  our  churches.  That  also 
ishing  means  we  need  to  be  open  to 
>tnec-  die  reality  that  God  could  use 
mem-  any  of  us  in  vocational  ministry, 
ir  role  Periodically,  individuals 
exam-  sense  God's  call  into  ministry, 
iiscem  What  should  they  do?  They  cer- 
urch's  tainly  should  use  die  powerful 
mbers  tools  of  the  Bible:  prayer  and 
i,  and  spiritual  counsel.  In  addition, 
other  resources  can  be  helpful, 
t  num-  such  as  Confirming  the  Pastoral 
rs  are  Call  by  Joseph  L.  Umidi;  Called 
rannot  to  Serve  by  Joe  R.  Stacker;  and 
voca-  continue  to  serve  because  of  God's Callby  Neil  Knierim  and 
need  health  issues.  Some  have  Yvonne  Burrage. 
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there  would  be  interest  in  an  arti-  however,  for  at  least  two  rea-  this  reminder  so  as  to  be  open  tc 
de  to  promote  the  event.  The  sons.  First,  all  Christians  should  God's  leadership  in  their  lives 
response  was  "What  is  it?"  be  full-time  in  terms  of  their  wit-  God  could  call  any  of  us  to  voca- 

It  seems  to  me  the  time  has  ness,  character,  and  availability  tional  ministry.  Moreover,  this 
come  to  revisit  Life  Commitment  to  represent  Jesus  Christ  wher-  special  day  can  serve  to  ervcour 
Sunday  as  an  emphasis  we  can-  ever  they  are  and  whatever  they  age  believers  to  rightl 
not  afford  to  ignore.  are  doing.  Secondly,  a  large  per-  these  whom  God  has  c 

Life  Commitment  Sunday  is  centage  of  our  churches  are  led  vocational  ministry. 

April  23.  How  should  we  by  brvocational  ministers  who  Ministers  are  nc 
observe  this  day?  A  few  have  a  leadership  role  in  the  hands,  as  if  the  chi 
reminders  will  guide  us.  God  church  and  also  a  Kill-time  secu-  make  leadership  chan] 
calls  all  of  us  to  salvation  and,  as  lar  job.  Approximately  850  whim  of  a  select  few 
a  result,  to  a  life  of  commitment  Mississippi  churches  have  bivo-  —  regardless  of  thei 
to  Him.  On  the  basis  of  our  call  ca  tional  pastors.  Many  of  these  record  or  family  his  to 
to  salvation,  God  calk  all  of  us  churches  would  lack  pastoral  church.  Instead,  God  < 
into  Christian  service.  He  bless-  leadership  without  the  ministry  pie  into  vocational  m 
es  us  with  a  variety  of  spiritual  of  these  servants  of  God.  lead  the  way  in  accor 

gifts.  He  (daces  us  in  the  con-  Life  Commitment  Sunday  His  work.  Ministers  an 
texts  of  a  family,  a  church,  a  traditionally  has  been  a  day  to  essarily  better  than  L 
neighborhood,  and  a  work  envi-  focus  attention  on  the  calling  to  bers  ot  the  church,  but 
ronment.  He  expects  us  to  honor  vocational  ministry.  God  calk  k  different.  Pastors,  f 
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Guest  Opinion:  I 

m 

Life  commitment 
is  still  important 

By  Alan  Woodward,  director 
Pastor/Leadership  Development 

Miss.  Baptist  Convention  Board 

The  Baptist  Record 


April  20,  2006 


So.  Baptist  scholars:  gospel  of  Judas  heresy 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  now  have  a  manuscript  that  we 
The  gospel  of  Judas  is  hejpful  didn't  have  for  1,700  years,  bul 
in  understanding  early  church  this  manuscript  will  not  change 
heresy  but  should  be  viewed  as  what  Christians  believe,"  James 
false  writings  and  not  compara-  M.  Hamilton  Jr.,  assistant  pro- 
ble  to  the  biblical  Gospels,  con-  fessor  of  bibjical  studies  al 
servative  scholars  say.  Southwestern  7! _J 

A  group  of  scholars  and  trans-  Seminary's  Houston  campus, 
lators  announced  in  early  April  t  ’  *  "  '  ~ 

the  document's  discovery,  dis-  i 
closing  the  find  just  before  a  spe-  Apocijpha'  on 
cial  about  the  manuscript  aired  ' 
on  the  National  Geographic 
Channel.  National  Geographic 
billed  it  as  a  "lost  gospel; 

Christians  long  have  known 

about  the  gospel  of  Judas  and  going  to  re-open  the  question." 
considered  it  heretical  even  The  discovery  of  the  gospel 
though  they  didn't  have  an  of  Judas  shoula  lead  believers 
entire  copy.  Much  of  what  pre-  to  "praise  God  for  preserving 
viously  was  known  came  from  the  books  of  the  Bible  he  want- 
early  church  father  Irenaeus,  a  ed  us  to  have,"  Hamilton  said, 
hero  of  church  history  who  was  T 

bishop  of  Lyons  and  lived  in  isn't  the  only  surviving  early 
the  second  century.  He  wrote  a  manuscript  that  wasn't  mclud- 
work  titled.  Against  Heresies,  ed  in  the  New  Testament.  There 
in  which  he  called  the  gospel  of  are  other  Gnostic  documents, 

Judas  "fictitious  history."  as  well  as  some  documents  Pagan 

The  newly  discovered  docu-  written  by  early  church  fathers,  hijacked 
ment  was  dated  to  around  that  survived.  Chief  among  the  terminology  and  used 
A. D.  300,  although  it  likely  is  a  orthodox  documents  is  1  the  name  'Jesus'  as  a 
copy  of  an  earlier  manuscript,  Clement,  written  by  Clement  vehicle  for  a  pagan 
scholars  said.  the  bishop  of  Rome,  possibly  in  worldview." 

Unlike  the  New  Testament  the  first  century.  Gnosticism  was  a  j 

Gospels  of  Matthew,  Mark,  None  of  the  "extra"  docu-  heretical  teaching  that  X ^ 
Luke,  and  John,  the  authorship  ments  rises  to  the  level  of  salvation  came  ^£^0 
of  Judas  is  not,  tied  to  the  name  if  Scripture,  orthodox  scholars  through  a  secret 
bears.  Also,  unlike  the  biblical  say.  The  27  books  of  the  New  knowledge.  Supp- 
Gospels,  Judas  promotes  an  Testament  were  recognized  as  osedly,  Judas  was  a 
early  heresy  known  as  Scripture  by  the  early  church  transmitter  of  that 
Gnosticism,  a  movement  that  primarily  because  of  tneir  asso-  knowledge.  According  to 
tried  to  corrupt  the  teachings  of  ciation  with  an  apostle.  The  Gnosticism,  matter  was  evil  and 
Christ  in  the  early  church.  only  books,  not  written  by  an  was  created  by  the  Old 

In  summary,  the  gospel  of  apostle  are  Mark,  Luke,  Acts,  Testament  God,  who  also  was 
Judas  makes  Judas  a  hero,  Hebrews,  and  Jude.  evil.  Spirit,  though,  was  good, 

and  not  a  traitor.  Orthodox  Luke  and  Acts  were  written  In  the  gospel  of  Judas,  Jesus 
scholars  say  the  gospel  of  by  Luke,  who  was  associated  tells  Judas,  referring  to  the  other 
Judas  is  not  Christian  at  all,  closely  with  the  Apostle  Paul,  apostles,  "But  you  will  exceed 
but  simply  heresy.  Mark  had  close  ties  to  Peter,  all  of  them,  por  you  will  sacri- 

"The  finding  of  the  manu-  and  Jude  was  the  brother  of  the  fice  the  man  that  clothes  me." 
script  is  important  because  we  Apostle  James  and  possibly  a  The  "clothes"  reference  pre¬ 
sumably  referred  to  Jesus'  body. 

"Theplogically,  the  gospel  of 
Judas  is  a  false  gospel  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Gnostic  tradition," 
said  Malcolm  Yamell  III,  associ¬ 
ate  professor  of  systematic  the¬ 
ology  at  Southwestern 
Seminary."  ...  Christ's  bodily 
resurrection  is  also  denied. 
Christianity  has  had  heresies  or 
false  gospels  with  us  since  the 
apostles  Degan  preaching. 


now  have  a  manuscript  that  we  half  brother  of  Jesus.  Although  "This  is  why  Paul  warned 
didn't  have  for  1,700  years,  but  it  is  not  known  who  wrote  Christians  to  utterly  reject  false 
this  manuscript  will  not  change  Hebrews  —  some  have  thought  gospels  in  Galatians  1.  The 
what  Christians  believe,"  James  it  was  Paul  —  it  was  accepted  raise  gospel  of  Judas  is  an  inter- 
M.  Hamilton  Jr.,  assistant  pro-  as  Scripture  by  the  early  church  esting  historical  find,  but 
fessor  of  bibjical  studies  at  based  on  its  internal  qualities  should  not  be  placed  on  the 
Southwestern  Theological  and  obvious  divine  inspiration,  same  level  as  Scripture." 

i,  "Archeological  finds  of  the  Likewise,  Michael  D. 
told  Baptist  Press.  "I  have  *two  last  century  have  only  confirmed  McMullen,  associate  professor 
volumes  of  'New  Testament  that  the  early  church  fathers  gave  of  church  history  at  Midwestern 
my  shelf  that  we  us  accurate  accounts  of  false  Seminary,  believes  the  gospel  of 
have  had  for  a  long  time  now,  teachers,"  said  Alan  Branch,  vice  Judas  has  value  for  learning 
and  the  fact  is  that  only  scholars  president  for  student  develop-  about  heresy, 
read  this  stuff.  The  canon  has  ment  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  "(I]t  reminds  us  that  the 
long  been  decided,  and  the  dis-  Kansas  City,  Mo.  "The  gospel  of  early  church  was  built  on 
covery  of  a  Gnostic  book  is  not  Judas  is  typical  of  other  Gnostic  Scripture,  and  that  heretics  like 

gospels  written  during  the  sec-  the  Gnostics  were  a  real  threat 
ona  and  third  century.  As  [the  to  the  Gospel  ...  and  that  pre- 
early  church  father]  Origen  said,  sent-day  heretics  will  continue 
'The  church  has.  four  Gospels,  to  use  such  a  document  to 
Heretics  have  very  many.'  attack  the  very  same  inerrant 

"The  church  has  never  Scriptures  that  God  has  given," 
In  fact,  the  gospel  of  Judas  denied  or  attempted  to  cover  McMullen  said,  "but  the  real 

up  the  fact  that  other  groups  truth  is  that  Gnostic  ideas  will 
circulated  fallacious  gospels,  forever  remain  at  an  infinite 
The  Gnostic  gospels  are  second  distance  from  the  truth  of  the 
and  third-century  forgeries,  biblical  Gospel." 
thought 
Christian 
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Hamilton,  the  Southwestern 
Seminary  professor,  wondered 
what  would  happen  today  if  a 
"newly  discovered"  document 
was  found  from  the  American 
Revolution. 

"Let's  say  the  document  was 
written  by  someone  loyal  to 
Great  Britain,  and  let's  say  that 
it  suggested  that  George 
Washington  asked  Benedict 
Arnold  to  betray  the  American 
cause,"  Hamilton  said.  "Given 
that  the  facts  are  well-estab¬ 
lished,  and  given  that  the  sym¬ 
pathies  of  the  author  of  this 
document  are  clear  for  every¬ 
one  to  see,  would  this  docu¬ 
ment  change  our  understand¬ 
ing  of  American  history? 

"I  think  not,  and  I  think  the 
same  is  true  of  the  gospel  of 
Judas." 
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Gay  history'  highlighted 


Mississippi  pastor  Greg  Martin  of  Long  Beach  is  elected  chairman 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  directors  during 
trustees'  Apr.  17  meeting  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 


First  Church,  Canton,  leads  the  Canton  Ministerial  Association  in 
giving  away  5,000  marked  New  Testaments  to  area  residents.  "This 
ran  across  racial  and  denominational  lines,"  said  pastor  Louis  Smith. 


Mississippi  WMU  issues  a  plea  that  "every  Mississippi  Baptist 
accept  the  challenge  of  buildings  Young  People's  Camp.  This  worthy 
cause  is  the  imperative  MUST  of  the  next  three  months...  we  must 
give  at  least  $50,000  by  July  10." 
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lines  —  don't?"  In  regard  to  the 
Cooperative  Program,  it  is 
important  that  all  of  us  try  to 
avoid  doing  stupid  things. 

A  thira  simple  thought 
comes  from  an  old,  worn  cliche' 
It  says,  "Don't  throw  the  babv 
out  with  the  bath  water."  Ot 
course,  that  phrasje  goes  back  so 
far  that  most  kids  /today  have  no 
concept  of  the  fact  that  water 
used  to  be  drawn  and  put  into  a 
tub  The  babv  was  washed  and 


Thinking  Inside  the  Box 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


,us  Christ  - 

O0& 

Requests  the  ^ 
Honor  of 
>.  Your 

V  Presence 

W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 


Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(I-have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (1  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (1 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  receii'ed  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  Cod,  eim  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Three  Mississippi  colleges  in  top  5  for  student  missionary  work 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  Mississippi  College,  and  Mississippi  cess  in  achieving  this  goal.  Special  thanks  to  our  BSU  directors  on  those  campuses." 
itate  University  are  among  a  dozen  colleges  and  universities  throughout  the  Under  the  auspices  and  direction  of  NAMB,  these  institutions  are  among  119 
lation  that  the  North  American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  is  honoring  for  the  num-  colleges  and  universities  that  mobilized  more  than  1,700  students  in  all  SO  states, 
>er  of  student  missionaries  mobilized  during  2005.  Canada,  and  Puerto  Rico  last  year.  Student  mission  opportunities  are  promoted  via 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg  ranked  first  (Lloyd  Lunsford,  Baptist  Campus  Ministries,  Baptist  colleges  and  local  Baptist  churches. 

Ji rector),  Mississippi  College  in  Clinton  ranked  fourth  (Christy  Carley,  director),  and  Assigned  to  sites  such  as  college  campuses,  beaches,  national  parks,  inner  cities, 
Mississippi  State  University  in  Starkville  ranked  fifth  (Michael  Ball,  director)  in  the  and  rural  communities.  Baptist  student  missionaries  obtained  hands-on  mission 
nation  for  mobilizing  student  missionaries  to  serve  in  North  America.  experience  while  supporting  the  evangelism  and  church  planting  strategies  of  local 

"We  are  very  proud  of  the  efforts  of  all  our  BSU  directors  in  mobilizing  college  Southern  Baptist  churches  and  associations, 
itudentse  Jo  missions*  said  Weaver  McCracken,  director  of  the  Collegiate  Ministry  Students  also  utilized  their  personal  interests,  spiritual  gifts,  and  talents  as  they  led 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  "Overall,  Mississippi  sports  camps,  worship  services  in  resort  settings,  Bible  studies  at  children  and  youth 
Baptist  Student  Union  ranked  number  one  nationally  among  all  state  conventions  camps,  outreach  to  mufti-housing  communities  and  ministry  to  internationals, 
in  2005  in  the  number  of  students  serving  through  NAMB  Summer  Missions.  For  2006,  more  than  2000  college  students  are  needed  to  share  Christ  in  exciting 

"The  special  achievements  in  2005  of  the  Baptist  Student  Unions  at  Southern  Miss,  and  creative  ways,  said  Donald  King,  a  manager  on  NAMB's  Missionary 
Mississippi  College,  and  Mississippi  State  are  remarkable,"  McCracken  continued.  "BSU  Mobilization  Team.  The  deadline  to  apply  is  April  20,  2006.  For  additional  informa- 
in  our  state  has  long  been  committed  to  the  mission  of  reaching  people  with  the  Gospel,  tion  on  service  opportunities  through  NAMB,  visit,  www.answerthecall.net  or  call  a 
Having  three  of  the  top  five  ranked  schools  nationally  last  year  is  evidence  of  some  sue-  NAMB  mobilization  specialist  at  (800)  462-8657,  ext.  6458. 
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Annual  Missions  Celebration 
2006 


As  you  team  more  and  more  hem  God  works,  you  mUieam  how to 
do  your  wot*  '  Cotosstans  1:10  (the  Message , 

April  25-29,  2006 

•  %  a  m 


Broadmoor  Baptist  Church,  Madison 


Summer  Mission  Camp 
tor  Boys  and  Girls 

~  •0*0*6 


Central  mils  Baptist  Retreat 

Over  25  TeantfMmistry 


in  i  i -Ml  i kma 


(grades  3-12) 

$135  per  person 
10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Friday 

•  June  26-30  •  July  17-21 

•July  10-14  •  July  24-28 


LAD/DAD  WEEKEND  CAMPS 

(grades  5K-3  and  adult) 

$42.50  per  person  ($85  for  both) 

June  23-24  •  July  14-15 

3  p.m.  Friday  -  3  p.m.  Saturday 

**  < 

CHILDREN’S  MISSION  CAMPS  (COED) 

(for  boys  and  girls  grades  1  -6/one  adult  chaperone  per  every 

seven  children)  t 

$90  per  person 

June  12-14  —  10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Wednesday 
June  15-17  —  10  a.m.  Thursday  -  noon  Saturday 
June  19-21  —  10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Wednesday 

CHILDREN'S  BIBLE  DRILL  CAMP  FOR  BOYS  AND  RIPIX 

(grades  3-6/one  adult  chaperone  per  every  seven  children) 

$90  per  person  t 

July  6  8  . 

1:30  p.m.  Thursday  -  noon  Saturday 

FOOTBALL  CAMP 

July  31 -August  4  . 

Attention  All  Conches.  Tooth  Ministers  end  College 


Nbdnon  tut 


LOCAL  MOTELS 
Drury  Inn  &  Suites.  601-956-6100 
Harrpton  Inn.  601-956-3611 
Mention  you  are  with  tie  MBCB 
Woman  's  Missionary  Union  when 
making  reservations. 


JACKSON 


For  more  nlo.  contact  the  Miss.  wMu 
at  1-600-746-1651.  601-292-3324  or 
kbumshmbcb.org. 


NATIONAL  BIN 0  CELEBRATION 


The  first  two  weeks  in  August  will  be  open' for  retreats,  sports 

camps,  and  conferences. 

For  registration  forms,  please  contact 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat.  662-289-9730. 
or  go  online  to  www. mbcb.org. 


THEME:  “Victory  Through  the  Storms" 

•  ACCOMMODATIONS;  Peart  River  Baptist  Association  camp. 
McNeill  Miss.  The  phone  number  is  601.79(12372.  (You  will  need  to 

provide  your  own  pillow  and  linens.  ! 

•  COST:  55  per  person  per  night 

•  TRAVEL  DIRECTIONS:  take  the  McNeill  exit  on  1-99.  go  east 
three  miles  to  a  “T~  in  the  road,  take  a  left;  go  two  miles  and  ’ 

the  camp  is  on  the  right. 

,  *■_  •  COST:  $5  per  person  per  night 

•  TWO  CONSTRUCTION  TEAMS  are  being  organized  to  assist  in  katrma 
reconstruction  (helping  one  church  in  Mississippi  and  one  church  in 
Louisiana).  It  voy  can  help  on  a  team  days  prior  to  or  after  our  meeting, 
contact  Ray  Guilder  at  61 5.371 .7909  or  Cary  Mitchell  at  318.4463844. 

FOR  MORE  SPECIFIC  INFORMATION  CONTACT  DALE  HOLLOWAT 

bv  phone  (601 .845-2107  or  601 .2913204)  or  E-mail  (bivokirfcaol.com). 
Accommodations  wfl  be  available  at  the  FVari  River  Baptist  Association  car*r 


2006 

1  *  4? 


PASTOR  LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  DEPARTMENT 


First  Baptist  Church  ■ 

Vicksburg  -  .  Featured  Presenter 

Monday,  Apnl  24  Wayne  VanHom 

First  Baptist  Church  Theme 

Starkville  a  Preaching  Approach  to 

Tuesday,  April  25  the  Deuteronomic  History; 

For  more  -Mb:  Call  the  Pastor  l.ea<lership  Deuteronomy,  joshua, 
DmlcfHmnt  Dqauwm  at  601-292*3305  Judges,  Ruth,  I  8t  II  Samuei 
or  i -000- 738- 1 65 1.  I  &  II  Kings 


Live  the  Call 


Explore  what  it  means  to  understand, 
embrace,  and  live  God’s  call. 


Sheraton.  Greensboro  Hotel 
Four  Seasons 

3121  High  Point  Road  at  1-40 
Greensboro  North  Carolina 


•«  %  TTT!? 
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^SuperSumme^ 


'  II  il  n 


2006 

Summei 

Youth 

Camus 


DONNA  S WARTS. 

is  one  of  the  speakers! 


Contact  the  Mississippi  wMu  for  more  info:  Contact  Kathy  Burns  by  E:mail 
KBurns@mbcb.org.  or  phone  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3324. 


June  5-28 

Hinds  Community  College 
Raymond,  Miss. 

•  Affordable 

•  High  Quality  Camp  tor  your 
Youth  Croup 

•  Program  tees,  meals,  t-shirt  and 

accommodations  total 
just  SI  65  per  camper 

•  Reservations  are  taken  on  a  first 

come,  tirst  served  basis. 
Information  regarding  individual 
programs 'sc  hedule*  may  be  obtained 
by  fthoning  Youth  Ministry  at 
hi)  I -292-  128b. 

Camp  festors  &  Worship  Leaders 

June  5-9 

Gary  Permenter,  Kevin  Williams 

June  12-Hb 

Jon  Daniels,  Will  Reedy 

June  16-20 

Clay  Stegall,  Will  Reedy 

June  20-24 

Ken  Hester,  Tom  Edwards 

June  24-28 

Kevin  Cooper,  Tom  Edwards 


